Metin Enver, Managing Editor

Managing Editor: Metin Enver
Acting Editor: Tina Orr Munro
Art Editor: Lisa Ryszkowska

Contact: Federation House, Highbury Drive,
Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 70Y

Tel: 01372 352000
Fax: 01372 352039
E-mail: tina.orr-munro@polfed.org

Subscriptions: Subscriptions@polfed.org

Advertising Agent:

Landmark Services
Contact: Sharon Davies
2 Windmill Street
London

WIT 2HX

Tel: 0207 692 9292

Fax: 0207 692 9393

Print: Wyndeham Heron Limited, Maldon, Essex

Every care is taken to ensure that advertisements are
accepted only from bona fide advertisers. The Police
Federation cannot accept any liability for losses

incurred by any person as a result of a default on the part

of an advertiser.

The views expressed within the magazine are not

necessarily the views of the Joint Central Committee of

the Police Federation of England and Wales.

Chairman: Paul McKeever
General Secretary: Ian Rennie
Treasurer: David Moore
Vice-Chairman: Simon Reed

Deputy General Secretary: Steve Smith

Deputy Treasurer: Martyn Mordecai

© The Police Federation 2008
Reproduction strictly forbidden unless by prior

arrangement with the publishers.

OLICE

Federation

5

Editorial

Editorial -

June 2008

Back to the future

This month will see the publication of the long awaited
Green Paper on Policing.

We are assured that, despite misgivings, the Green Paper
will set out a vision for future policing.

Well, let’s hope it is just that and not another pat on the
back for a government floundering in the polls midway
between elections.

One of the key aims of the Green Paper will be to cut
bureaucracy and free up police officers’ time, allowing them
to get back on to the streets.

The handheld devices promised by the Prime Minister last
year are already rolling out, although ACPO has already flagged
up there will be insufficient numbers to satisfy demand.

Perhaps the best way to tackle red tape is for other chief
officers to follow the steps taken by the chiefs of Surrey,
Leicestershire, West Midlands and Staffordshire, who in the
last month have said they will scrap chasing national
targets and get back to traditional, commonsense policing.

These chief officers should be congratulated for putting
their heads above the parapet. In the past, all too often
chief officers have been silent whilst the Police Federation
has criticised the erosion of the Office of Constable and
the destruction of discretion with which police officers are
allowed to exercise their duty.

But can we really blame them?

I leave it for you to decide if the timing was mere
coincidence, but at the very point the ‘gang of four’ were
speaking out for policing, leaked reports in several national
newspapers suggested that the government may be looking
to directly appoint all chief constables in the future.

This would not only blow out of the water the long
established tripartite relationship between government,
police authorities and the police service, but would also
be a significant steps towards central control of
operational policing.

So it would seem that whatever freedom to police by
commonsense and restoration of discretion the
government gives back to frontline officers with one hand,
it will seek to take from chief officers with the other.

And that’s what they call progress.





