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UK police officers call on Home Secretary to resign
12.12.07

At an emergency meeting held today (12th December) about the police pay
crisis, the staff associations representing the UK's 170,000 police officers
have called for Jacqui Smith, the Home Secretary, to resign.

This followed a vote of no confidence at the meeting in Jacqui Smith's ability
to deal fairly with police pay and conditions. The staff associations made clear
that police officers had lost trust and faith in her.

Jan Berry, Chairman of the Police Federation, and Chairman of the Staff Side
of the Police Negotiating Board, says:

"Police officers across the United Kingdom have delivered a clear message to
the Prime Minister. We no longer have any trust or faith in the abilities of
Home Secretary Jacqui Smith dealing with our pay and conditions and she
must go.

"This is not just about money; it is about treating police officers fairly and
honouring the decision of the independent Police Arbitration Tribunal. By not
honouring the deal the Home Secretary has betrayed the trust of all UK police
officers.

"It's clear what needs to be done. Honour the deal in full or continue to feel
the might and anger of police officers, the public and a growing number of
politicians."



