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STATEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH MR WINSOR ON 24 
NOVEMBER 2011 
 
 
"This morning the Chairman and General Secretary of the PFEW met with 
Tom Winsor and members of his review team.   
 
 
Following comments made by Winsor at the Police Superintendents' 
Conference in September, in which Winsor identified a senior PFEW official 
as stating that the literacy levels required to join the service had been reduced 
to increase the recruitment of BME officers, Winsor was challenged by the 
General Secretary to name his source. These comments were highly 
offensive and were reported in the national media at the time.  
 
 
Winsor confirmed that he was referring to the comments of the General 
Secretary. This was challenged as being inaccurate and a misrepresentation 
of the conversation which had taken place at an earlier meeting on 2 August 
2011. It should be clear that the views reported by Winsor were not those of 
the General Secretary or of the PFEW.    
 
 
This failure to report comments accurately or to agree to correct this 
misrepresentation goes to the very heart of the evidence being relied upon by 
Winsor to determine the outcome of this review.  
 
 
The Chairman and General Secretary, therefore, had no choice but to 
terminate the meeting." 

 
 


